LSC 128 1077

128th General Assembly
Regular Session . B. No.
2009-2010

A BILL

To anend section 4511.27 of the Revised Code to
establish a safe passing di stance between a notor

vehi cl e and a bicycl e.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4511.27 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4511.27. (A) The followi ng rules govern the overtaking
and passing of vehicles or trackless trolleys proceeding in the

same direction:

(1) The operator of a vehicle or trackless trolley overtaking
anot her vehicle or trackless trolley proceeding in the same
direction shall, except as provided in division (A)(3) of this
section, signal to the vehicle or trackless trolley to be
overtaken, shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance, and
shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until
safely clear of the overtaken vehicle or trackless trolley. Wen a

not or _vehicle overtakes a bicycle, the safe passing distance shal

be not less than three feet.

(2) : : : :
perm-tted—the The operator of an overtaken vehicl e shaH—gvre—way
I bt inf oy K hiel he ,

audi-ble—stgral—and—the—eperater shall not increase the speed of
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the operator's vehicle until conpletely passed by the overtaking

vehi cl e.

(3) The operator of a vehicle or trackless trolley overtaking
and passing another vehicle or trackless trolley proceeding in the
same direction on a divided highway as defined in section 4511.35
of the Revised Code, a limted access hi ghway as defined in
section 5511.02 of the Revised Code, or a highway with four or
nore traffic lanes, is not required to signal audibly to the

vehicle or trackless trolley being overtaken and passed.

(B) Except as otherwi se provided in this division, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a mnor nisdenmeanor. If, within
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate notor vehicle or
traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
m sdeneanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the
of fense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or nore
predi cate notor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this

section is guilty of a misdeneanor of the third degree.

Section 2. That existing section 4511.27 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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